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The largest turquoise mine in the

world is situated in the Burro moun-

tains in New Mexico. [t is called
the Azure mine. From Persia comes
turquoise of fine color and exqui-

site polish, but no single mine in the
Asiatic country has produced gems of
a finer grade nor in such abundance
as have been taken from this one
mine in New Mexico, Turquoise are
found in Colorado, Nevada, Alabama,
California and Arizona, but the mines
of New Mexico furnish the trade in
the United States with more than
two-thirds of its wares, because it i5
there that the purest gems have been
found within the last 25 years.

The turquoise has been used ds an
ornamental gem from the beginning
of historic time, and to many the
finding of stone implements near old
Lurguoise [)I‘llpl'ﬂ}I 15

workings of
0 of its use in prehis-

conclusive prot
toric tdays. The Vohammedans nséd
their  build-

polished blue stones 1
ings of worship; the Peruvians or
namented their iemple ¢ f the sun
with the wern and in ane of the prinet
pal hulls of Justice in the old royal
TR ET f czotten, i Mexicd, wihs
found o thron pure gold indand
with wrguoise.  The [ndian name for
TUrgl s ehalehithinity,” was given
v 4 mountam near Santa Fe, N. M.,
where the ston still found. The
archives oi Santa Fe record the chil-
chihuitt grant bearing the date of

3763, and a broad traveled road lead-

ing from Santa Fe by way of Silver

City, N. M, o the City of Mexwco
would dappear to indicate that many
of the gems wsed for ormament an

the royal palaces of the Aztecs were
brought from the Cernillos and Burro

mountains near the eities named
Mined by Prehistoric Men.
The mining of turquoise in these
places was undoubtedly carried on
long before the Spaniards came ta
lmmense depressions indi-

America
exting excavations, and ald dumps,
where relics of the age ol stone m=
plements are  found, constitute the
prool.

Hammer heads  of flint, bearing

grooves for the binding on ol han-
dles with which to weild these ¢lum-
sy implemunts, coiled pottery of the

oldest known type, are found near
these old warkings The method of
the prehistoric workers was  crude

and slow, With the hammers weigh-

ang from 1o 20 pounds, the stone

T

was patiently chipped away. There
are some  slight  indications  which
would lead to the bolief that fires

were made upon the rocks and water

thrown upon the hot rock in order|

and thus release the tur-

lacks proof,

to crack it
Quoise, but
since the fire markmygs cannot prove

this theory

their own antiquity

In the
ver City,
plements
that the
they were produced by rubbing them

graduated sorts

Burro mountains, near Sil-
N, AL, many such old im-
have found, proveg

stones were pohshed where
I

been

upon sandstone ol
from the coarse grain to the finest
Small stones of the shape that s

veadily fitted into the hand, are found
with highly pulished grooves of per-
fect curved shape, showing the final
perfection of the gems by hand
Mining the Gems.
In the order of their modern dis-
covery the locality of the New Mexi-

©n wrquoise mines is as follows: Los
Cerillos, Santa Fe county; Burro
mountaing, Grant county; Hachiti,

Grant county, and the Jarilla moun-
tains in Otero county

The mines which
the finest gems are
mountains near Silver where
the largest turquoise in  the
world, the Azure mine, is located

It is said that the appearance of
turquoise rings on the Indian chains
thereabouts was the first indications
ta the modern the land
that turquoise could be found in the
vicimity of Cook’s peak. Cook's peak
was Geronimo's strongbold, and the
Apache Indians raged over the Santa
fia's, the Mogollones, the Burro
asountains and the Black range
Their pottery, ornyments and weap
ans found everywhere, Almost
every chain picked up bought
iram Indians contains least
two secret messages, One comes in
the form ol
speak of the day when the southwest

have produced

the Burro
City,

mite

i

masters of

are
or
the at

numerous shells which

country was under water, and the
other in bright pohished blue beads
which have no counterpart save n
the gem turquoise. So the old time
miners reasoned that these bits of
azure stone pronused other such

the vicinity and they reasoned well,
The entrance wio the Azure mine
is a tremendons cut, 1,000 feet long,
6o fevt
the top and
Turquotse

the bottom, !
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=5 feet deep,

mines are not worked

with precision or rule, as the precious

ico's Native Gem, which Rivals the
Blue of Her Azure Skies
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Beautiful Stcne, New Mex-
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stone is variable in its occurrence,

Sometimes one blast of dynamite will
open a pocket of valuable stone. And
again 100 feet or more will be worked
without discovering one bit of stone
of commercial value

Gems Worth $5,000,000 in One Pocket

Turquoise of the finest color and
hardness is more rare than the dia-
mond of the same grade. In the
whole city of New York probably
not 20 pieces of perfect turquoise
could be found. Itis not on the mar-
ket. Small pieces may be hoarded
by the dealers, but on the whole, the
deep azure blue turquoise is not often
ceen, because it cannot be found.

It has been 12 or more years since
%he famous Elizabeth pocket was
found in the Azare mine. The tur-
quoise found in this pocket occurred
near the surface and was of a blue

equaling any ever found in Persia
and finer than apy ever found in
|.'\rm-ru':|. It was sold at $20 a carat

It is estimated that the
Azure company sold the Elizabeth
|le|l|1|-|~u' for no less than $35,000.000
It would have broken the market to
of

whiolesale,

| -
flawless

|;.|-du ¢ this quantity
gems at oie tinie and without doubt
stone was carciully hoarded by

the
|11<- dealers in New York and grady-
ally put upon the market. Very lit-
tle of this grade of turqunise can be
bought at this time. The company
retains a few pieces for show pur-
poses but it openly admits that not
since that time has turgquoise of such
high grade been discovered in their

mine.

The turquoise is found in seams,
pockets, lenses and nuggets, The

finest turquoise is usually found in
nugget form, a lump of bright blue
imbedded in the mother stone,

The interior of a turquoise is not
without beauty, The veins ‘of blue in
the porphyry setting, with here and
there a green lense a detp blue spot
on a paler blue surface, a long blue
penciling on an otherwise barren
gray wall, a mass of fairly good blue
cut into a pillar—the varying shades
and surprising form lend a continual
enchantment and elficient lure to the
seeker after true blue.

Much turquoise f{ades very rapidly
a short time after being exposed to
the air, and is, ol course, compura-
tively valueless. Water is in-
herently a part of turquoise that a
prolonged immersion in the fluid will
recharge the gems with the desirable
dark blue calor, but the effect is last-
ing.  Other qualities of the stone are
affected by light and most of them
must be kept some time, years prei-
grably, in order to test their color

50

retaining capacity,
Many gem experts
study of the possibility of deepening
the color of the gems, Noturally, a
fortune awaits the chemist who will
cuceced in changing the pale blue and

have made a

griéen stones to @ changeless deep
blue. So far the ciforts along that
line have not been successful, and

possibly the reason is that no stone
can be so easily imitated as the tur-
quoise. A good imitation turquoise
cannot be discovered save by a gem
expert—one accustomed to the han-
dling of the polished stone, The
made turquoise may attain the per-
fect color and be made capable of a
higher polish than that produced by
any but the finest gems,
Value of Turquoise Matrix,

The turqueise is chipped out of the
rock and picked up in nuggets as it
oceurs from the blest. It is dumped
into a car and hauled to the long
Sunta Fe cut, where it is left in the
open air. After something of a fresh
air test, it is chipped clean of por-
phyry and graded, when it 1s shipped
to New York

The production of 1he
matrix is given as much study as the
flawless gem. There are three kinds
of turquoise matrix, that which
veined with iron; that which is half
ro-k and half turquoise (clearly de-
fined): and that which is mottled—
a darker blue spot on a lighter blue
background, or vice versa. This lat-
ter kind is often very beantiful, and
celle for $1.25 a carat, wholesale. The
price 16 in remarkable contrast to the
ilawless Ebzabeth grade which sold
at $20 a carat wholesale. The mot-

turquoise

in

tled turguoise matrix  is  generally
fuund to contain about S0 per cent
piire turquoise. It has had a re-
markable wvogue the past several
years for use as broches and other
personal ornaments  Second grade

turquaise is much used for a cheaper
grade of ornaments, and usvally sells
at from 350 to 75 cents a carat. The
gems are so incrusted with stone that
ften g0 per cent of the gem 5 lost
in the cutting

fuargqueise has e quite asde
from its setting as a gem. Iis decor-
ative value is unguestioned ,and when

tie stone is very bard it is capable of

- |

fize workmanship. Turquoise inlaid
with other precions stones was great-
Iy vhlued by the ancients, and a few
beavtiful instances of their art re-
main.

Mr. Rothschild of London, many
yoErs ARO ¢ame into possession of a
smgle exquisite turquoise vase. It
was apout six inches high and reput-
e to have come from Persin, The
color of the vase was the deepest
blue and it showed a brilliant polish.
Mr. Rothschild earnestly desired to
have a companion vase to match the
Persinn  production, and for many
yuars searched in vain for a suffi-
ciently large piece of the gem to pro-
duce a similar deep blue vase. It is
said that he had men searching in
Persin many years and finally turned
to America as a last resort. After
searching through the various tur-
siaise producing properties, one of
Mr. Rothschild's men finally came to
Silver Clty, where he heard of the old
Indian workings, One day a Mexi-
can came into town from the Burros
with a Jump of turguoise wrapped in
a panny sack. He offered it for sale
and the London agent examined the
gem indifferently and finally bought
it for a song. He had found his
prize at last, and he bore it away to
London before the Mexican had time
to dizcover that he had thrown away
whnt would have meant to him a for-
tie. Bat Mr. Rothschild bas a pair
of vitses now, and came from
Pessia and the other from New Mexi-
match, wet they were |
Of I

one
{

4 perfect
| protuced tt opposite
Kansas City Star

ends the |
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Maxwell City

We are baving quite a cold wave
here today.

Miss Bessie Jackson spent a few
days the first of the week visiting
friends in Raton.

Jobn Sikens and G. Vander Hey
were business visitors to Raton, Fri-
day and Saturday.

Mias Ivy Whitely is spending & few
days at the Geo. Littrell ranch, the
guest of Miss Florence,

Meritt McMath of Raton came
down Friday and stayed till Sundav
with Abe, and Jeff Jackson.

Mrs. Geo, Litirell came in from the
ranch Monday and went to Raton to
spend some days visiting.

A.P. Whiteley, J. J. Heringa and
John Whiteley drove over to Cimarron
Monday, returning Wednpesday.

Mrs. Rease Stubblefield spent Tues-
day and Wednesday at her father’s
ranch on the Vermejo, Mr. Littrell
accompanied her home for a few days,
hoping the change would be bhenefic-
ial, for he has besn suffering [rom
rheumatism.

A. S. Rogers camein yesterday with
sixty head of cows and calves that he
hought at Cimarron,!from Will Vance.
Mr. Rogers bas lost & few yearlings
from what he supposes to be black
leg.

Most all of the farmers on the Red
River Ditch have been planting out
<hrubbery, small fruits, shade and
fruit trees during the past week, but
as yet have no water for the river is
low,

J. A. Tinsley, from the Agriculiu-
ral station at Mesilla, New Mexico,
came up Wednesday, and isout at the
Glidden ranch giving instructions as
to the best methods of farming here.

E. R, Manning, wife and] little
daughter, Arline, refurned Saturday,
from a visit of several weeks af Lin-
coln, Nebr. Mr. Manning bas shipped
in a fine borse, which he purchased
while away.

J. A. Kranpawitter was foken ser-
iously ill Bunday night, and Dr. Hop-
kins of Springer, was called. He is
much better and is overseeing the
work at the depot, but will not at-
tempt $o take full charge of the work
for some days yet,

Mrs. Alvin Ash has been in Max-
well part of this week, she hus gone
out to their ranch to look aflter busi-
nesa affairs, and will vieit with friende
Raton before returning to her home
in Texas.

John Heringa and family returned
to Maxwell last Friday and bave tak-
an up their residence in their former
home, after an absence of almost two
months at Ft. Colins, Colo. Mr. Her-
inga has sold his Racket store in F.

“olins to O. P, Pesmen and bought
the Pesman raoch pear here. People
who have lived bere ten or fifteen
years most always come back.
Diuie

BIDS FOR GRABING

Miners Mospital Grounds
Will be received at the office of A.
| R. Streicher, Secretary, untif 12:00
Monday, April 16th,1907, for full par-
ticulars call at the offiee of A. R.
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LUMBER CO.
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Wholesale and Retail
Lumber and Building
Material of Every De-
scription and Build-
ers’ Hardware ‘¢ ‘¢

—

CIMARRON

LUMBER Co.
CIMARRON, N. M.
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Bring in Your Samples

A. T. Mclntyre, president of the
Decp Tunnel Mining and Milling
company of Elizabethtown, is col-
lecting ore to place in cabinets to be
placed in the depots at Raton. The
following letter to the Prospector ex-
plains the matter quite fnlly:

Elizabethtown, N. M.,
February 14, 1907.
Red River Prospector,
Red River, N. M,

Dear Sir: I am collecting mineral
specimens from Elizabethtown and
Red River, to be placed in cabinets,
one at Santa Fe depot and one at the
St. Louis, Rocky Mountain & Pacific
depot in Raton, to advertise the Red
River and Elizabethtown mining dis-
tricts. 1f the miners of Red River
will donate specimens, labeled, show-
ing what property they are from, they
will be placed in the cabinet just as
they are labeled. Please bring or
send them to A, T. Mclntyre, and
leave at the postoffice in Elizabeth-
town, Hoping the people will see
the good of this and respond quickly,

I am yours truly,
A. T. MINTYRE'

Aoy ore left at the News and Press
office in Cimarron, or handed to
Arthur O'Sullivan, will be forwarded
to Mr. Melntyre.

Subscribe for the Cimarron News-
Press. It will cost you just two dol-
lars o year. Address the Cimarron
Publishing Co., Cimarron, N. M.
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Frank A. Haimbaugh

Civil and Consulting Engineer

CIMARRON, N. M.

Plans, Specifications, Surveys, Estimates, In-
spection, Superintendence, for Sewerage
systems,Water works, Dams, Reservoirs,

Landscape work for Parks, Municipal

Examination and Reports made of

Coal, Mineral and Timber Properties

Canals.
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THE ANTLERS SALOON

John Livingston, Proprietor
|NEAR ROCKY MOUNTAIN DEPOT |

Fine Liquors and Cigars

Y Y

|

Cimarron, New Mexico

Strwicher, Mendelson Blk, 4 20

s A RSt SRS PRk

Gen'l Manager

CIMARRON
CONSRTUCTION

COMPANY

General Contractors

Operates in all the Towns in the

Territory

S. E. PELPHREY

Cimarron, N. M.




